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Patricia Ellis: Good evening everyone and welcome. If everyonddcplease take their seats,
thank you so much. Thank you all so much for jagnirs tonight. We are so excited to here for
this wonderful Embassy Series event with the DuAchbassador, Ambassador Renee Jones-
Bos, who will talk to us tonight about Dutch foreigolicy. We will have a conversation, she
will speak, and afterwards we will have a Q&A. | &matricia Ellis for those of you who don’t
know me, | am President of the Women’'s Foreign dyolGroup. We promote global
engagement, women’s voices and women’s leadershipternational affairs and on pressing
international issues of the day. On behalf of ooa® members here with us tonight, Dawn
Calabia, Donna Constantinople, Isabel Jasinows&il Geftwich Kitch, and Theresa Loar, we
all want to thank the Ambassador so much her veaymwhospitality, and for opening her
beautiful home to us this evening, especially oa titcasion of Sinterklaas. | also want to
welcome her guest this evening, who is an MP from Netherlands, who is the Chair of the
Foreign Affairs Committee, so we are very luckyhtve him here this evening.

There is an amazing turnout, which is a real teldotthe Ambassador and to the great interest in
the Netherlands and the great role they play glpbdhis event tonight is part of our very
popular Embassy Series, and this year we've bedheatndian Embassy, we've been at the
Embassy of Trinidad and Tobago, we had an evenvrvan women diplomats at the Croatian
Embassy. We are so pleased to be here tonightisnvery beautiful space. | just went to
mention that our next event will be at the Embasis$ingapore in January, and we hope that
you will join us for that. If you are not a membmrthe Women’s Foreign Policy Group please
become one. We have a number of diplomats hergttnincluding some other women
ambassadors and women diplomats, and | just waategtognize them all and thank them for
coming. So please raise your hand if you are a wodiplomat, thank you very much for
coming. We are so happy to have you here with ogtd. [Applause.] We also have a State
Department official here with us tonight, we areypleased that you could join us. This is also
a special time for us because we are celebratindifteenth anniversary, a real landmark and
it's exciting so | have to mention it at every etzen

So now it is my real privilege and pleasure toadtrce the Ambassador who has graciously
invited us here. It is a special privilege for n®lavas a student in the Netherlands many years



ago, and | received the same warm hospitality Watare receiving tonight. It's just a very
special occasion.

The Ambassador has been the representative of #teeNands to the United States since
September 2008, and since then she has been ektractige. She is all over town and engaged
in so many activities. We are so proud that shebessn engaged with our organization. Most
recently she participated in one of our events @ghanistan. Ambassador Jones-Bos has had an
impressive career in the Dutch Foreign ServiceorRo coming to Washington, she served as
Director-General for regional policy and consuldfaiss and as Ambassador-at-Large for
Human Rights. | think you were the first in thatsgmn which is very important. | will just
mention a few of the other highlights: she was hefathe Security Council task force of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Deputy Chief of Missioin Prague, Head of Recruitment and
Training, and has served in Bangladesh, SurinachMoscow. She began her career, | think this
is important to mention, as a translator/interpredaad speaks many languages in addition to her
perfect English and of course Dutch. She speakschregserman, Italian and Russia. It's really
admirable. She also has served on several boaddmstitutions. Once the Ambassador speaks
we will open it up to Q&A, and we look forward tdl @f your questions. Please join me in
welcoming Ambassador Jones-Bos.

Ambassador Renee Jones-Bo3hank you very much, Patricia, for your very kindras. And

a very warm welcome to all of you, on behalf of, Raimy own housellaughter.] It's wonderful

to have you here, and before we start, not only wagesterday that was the birthday of
Sinterklaas, which is in the Netherlands the magbartant children’s event, but yesterday |
think was also the birthday of Pat. So her andeBitaas together! So shall we sing a quick little
happy birthday?laughter. Snging.] And Pat doesn’'t know it yet, but here is a batlout the
history of the Netherlands here in the United Stase she has some more studying to do! So,
now | am messing up my speech... there we are. Varynwvelcome, as I've said, it's a special
privilege and honor to have one of the previous assadors to the Netherlands here, Cynthia
Schneider. She was a very active ambassador Ndtteerlands. Thank you for coming Cynthia,
and you've left a wonderful reputation in the Netheds. To be here together with a member
from our foreign affairs committee, it couldn’t kemore | think a more prodigious moment for
you to be here, to address all the technical questabout foreign policyLpughter.]. So, | am
very glad you are here to support me. And thanktgomy colleagues and the members of the
[WFPG] Board for being here.

So, today’s topic, Dutch Foreign Policy, | thouglg would start by saying a little bit about what
drives our foreign policy, the underlying factatfse long standing traditions. And then turning a
little bit more to recent dynamics that have impdcour policy, and then to the new Dutch
government, that started about six weeks ago. Aweh tl will briefly outline how this
engagement could translate into various policydfeBut | think before | start, | would really
like to say how important the relationship with td& is for us, for many Dutch governments
this has been the case, and also the governmenteitently started has said the transatlantic
relationship is really a corner stone of our fonegplicy, so that is why it is so wonderful to be
here and to be able to do this work. And of coas®ladeleine Albright said, the “indispensible
nation,” and nobody can do without you. So that @ a nice subject of discussion maybe later
on as well.



Dutch foreign policy; first of all, a few words altogeography, because as they say geography is
destiny and | think that definitely goes for thetiNlands. Our country, located in Western
Europe, for those of you who are not aware of g, fright on the North Sea, most everybody
is. [Laughter].

Even though Dutch is our language, it's very comfgsbut | think our location on the North Sea
is very important, Germany on the right, our neighto the east, if you hop across the North Sea
you are in the UK, the United Kingdom. Belgium dnkembourg to the south. And our country
is really the delta of a couple major rivers treslly go all the way down into Europe. So very
much on the rivers, on the sea, and our countap@it two thirds at or below sea level. About
the size of New Jersey, very densely inhabiteduabd million inhabitants.

So what does that geography lead to? It leadsseagaring nation, we started that hundreds of
years ago, that's also when we came to this cou@pen-minded, entrepreneurial spirit—we
have to be because that little bit of land wasmsalsand so swampy, so we had to go out to
trade and find our business in other parts of thddv But all this trade was left to a couple big
companies, the Dutch East India Company, the Welie$ Company. They invested in trade all
over the world. The Dutch f7century, which we call the golden age, an areachvi@ynthia
will be able to tell you all about, the age of Rearimlt and Vermeer. And of course you have the
beautiful National Gallery of Art here in WashingtdC, and we’ve only been here for two
years but we've already had four wonderful exhisi§ of Dutch 1% century art. | think the
curator here knows more about Dutch art in the &hdhds than anyone in the Netherlands
does.

But that is the period I think that we earned adbtvealth, also art to the Netherlands, but also
the period that we were a safe haven for refugdaguenots from France, Sephardic Jews from
Portugal. People who were persecuted in other pdrthe world came and published their

thoughts and opinions there. And we had the fimtksexchange in the world.

So those days are behind us, even sometimes weéolitenk we are, and I think certainly the
Dutch parliament sees ourselves as a world powe. foreign minister will deal with those
difficult questions. But we are still a substantalntry, with 17 million inhabitants we are the
sixteenth economy in the world. We are the sevén#ncial sense in the world, and we are the
second exporter worldwide of agricultural producfer the United States. And | remember
when | first met Deputy Secretary [of State] NidsBurns when | first came here, | told him,
and he said no, | don’t believe yolLalighter.] So | had to send them the statistics, and | had
them believe me. Our economy is strong becauseage tand invest all over the world. About
60% of our GDP does come from international traahel that also is reflected in our relationship
with the United States. We were just talking abibwaver drinks before hand, we are the third
investor in the United States, and we are the gbveading partner of the United States. So it's
a pretty substantial economic relationship. Andjitee you perspective, these are of course the
speaking points that we try to impress upon pebple, and not just in Washington, DC but also
in New York and all over the country. And for anteamsy, the highlight of the effectiveness of
your speaking points is when the President of thied States starts repeating thebaughter.]

And when President Obama was in India a coupleesfks ago, | don’t know if you caught that,



but he said that certainly it can’'t be true tha¢ tbnited States has more trade with the
Netherlands than with all of India! And we considleis a compliment!l[aughter.] | don’t know
if he meant it that way, but anyway, that was queaking point and he got that very well.

So, trade is excellent, a long history. But thereniore to the Netherlands than commerce. We
are also a nation founded on the rejection of aitdr@an government. You had your war of
independence, but we had our war of independerxattavas called the 80 Years War, so you
were a little quicker than we were, we neededtle litit longer. Our war was against the King of
Spain, and it was a war about the freedom of @hgind our desire for independence. | think it
developed a very strong tradition of justice, andease of being able to sort out your own
destiny and come up with the kind of society younim@ have. And it was through the Dutch
settlement of New Amsterdam, now called New Yorkjalh was settled in 1609, and we like to
think, something discussed last year with Mayordatberg, that some of these values of
entrepreneurial spirit, of open mind, of freedomrafgion, freedom of speech, came with the
Dutch settlers to New Amsterdam. And an examplethalt is the story of the Flushing
Remonstrance. Peter Stuyvesant, who was the gavefidew York, as you all know, was not
an easy guylJaughter.], he was quite a tough guy, but he survived tagllbean—where are my
Caribbean colleagues?—so he had to be a tough mbalpy. So he tried to prohibit the
Quakers from practicing their religion. But theypapled to the overlords of Peter Stuyvesant in
the Netherlands, who rebuffed him and said thay gpointed out the many benefits the public
would have from being tolerant to practitionersabbfreligions, and the Quakers were allowed to
practice as they wanted to.

So today, these two main elements, an outward hgo&conomy and a tradition of tolerance still
shapes Dutch foreign policy to a large extent. Amd know, we do think that our desire to
trade and to promote free trade does go hand-id-hath the principle position on human rights
and international justice. We don’t consider thasmmutually exclusive; they are mutually
reinforcing. Trade and investment, as well as hungrts, strive in a context of rule of law and
economic opportunity. And war, poverty and inst@piare harmful to trade, to open trade, as
well. So we don't think one excludes the other; thiak that one can actually strengthen the
other. And I also think, out of this tradition,taaf our geography, out of our history, out of our
tradition, comes the belief in multilateral solutand not doing things by yourself. You know,
we’'ve never been a big military power so we've alsvhelieved in multilateral solutions. We're
one of the founding fathers of the EU—of the orajisix members—we started with 6 and are
now 27. We are a founding father of NATO, and atdothe United Nations. Our Foreign
Minister Kleffens was here in San Francisco whenlhited Nations was established. And only
until last year we had the last surviving Dutchnvamo was at the Bretton Woods talks, Mr.
Polack, Jacque Polack. And he was very instrurh@mtd943 and 1944, and he worked at the
IMF until his retirement, and he celebrated hid’ @firthday last year. So, | think that is an
important element as well.

So these are the long-term, the deep-rooted drofevsr foreign policy. We have a well-known
Dutch politician, J.J.C. Voorhoeve, who wrote hieDPon the roots, on the drawings, of Dutch
foreign Policy. And he called it, “Peace, ProfitdaPrinciples”™—and so the three “P’s”. | think
the “profit” is the commercial side and the “pripl@” is the international law and the tradition of
human rights, are certainly two important elemér@se. But of course recently and in the short



term there are also other elements. You have tigetlerm that determines the foreign policy but
short term effect and influence in foreign polié&ynd as in any country, internal developments
have external consequences.

So before saying a few words about the new govemthieeéme briefly describe a little bit of the
dynamics of the last decade—which is something, yat and | talked about that was before
you were in the Netherlands, in a different erat Bthink particularly the last decade—and
maybe the last two decades—have also brought stianege and some development. | think
important to mention is, first of all, in 2002 a2904, not long after 9/11—and 9/11 has
definitely had a tremendous impact of the Netheltaas well as it has all over the world—we
had two political murders. And that had not happesiace William of Orange, since our war of
independence basically. The country was really lsldy that. It was the murder of Pim
Fortuyn, a Dutch politician, and the murder of Thém Gogh, a flmmaker. The brutal way in
which he was killed | think really changed someghin the perception after the 1970s, 80s, 90s
have been pretty prosperous times, and easy timeseasy times, times are never easy—but
positive development in the 90s after the falltod Berlin Wall | think that everybody felt that
the sky was the limit. You had the agenda for pe8outros-Ghali, the UN, peacekeeping. We
were going to do things everywhere and the worldldaeally sort itself out; and then we had
those two political murders. | think it very mucbnéronted us with terrorism. Not just coming
from abroad, external threats, but also coming frgour own country—home grown
radicalization.

| think the second shock was when in 2005 the Datebtorate voted overwhelmingly

“No” against the new EU constitution. And as Idsave were one of the founding members of
the European Union. If you look still now at ss#itis, | think the Dutch are pretty much pro-
Europe. But they were not pro the constitutiom;duse they had the feeling that this was all
going too fast. And you know, we had a constitutieand we had the Dutch constitution. And |

am sure that Henk Jan can say a lot more abouittretion, but that certainly was a shock to the
system because Dutch politicians, and | think gh&opeople involved in foreign policy, always

thought that the EU would be positive and we wallgdays carry on being a productive, active
member of the EU.

Third, tough questions regarding immigration antegmation that really dominated the last
decade. 1 think similar to other European coustribere is a huge influx of immigrants. Now,

as | started off, we've always had immigration; wee’always had a very liberal policy of

political asylum. But we never had the massive amaf new immigrants that we had in a
relatively short time, and they were people who ednom Morocco and Turkey—we called

them “guest workers” in the 70s, because we thotight would come just to work and go back
to their own countries again. And | think in redpect that was probably a very naive way of
thinking about it, and something that we had to edmterms with. What does it mean for your
society? What does it mean for the fabric of th@ety? And how will we deal with that?

The new government defines the challenge in tlea,aand | am quoting now from Government
Agreement. The Dutch, because we have so manyegarive always have coalition

governments, and coalition governments always mak&overnment Agreement so that
everybody knows what the basis of this coalitianAisd in the coalition agreement it says, “In



the light of current social problems, immigratiento be urgently restructured, controlled and
reduced. And this will enable us to tackle the peobof integration more effectively. Part of
this is due to death of participation in societytbse who are in it.” So | think what the
Government Agreement is saying here is we have aeeyn immigration policy, we have a huge
influx of immigration, but what we didn’t pay endu@ttention to is how do we integrate all of
those new people in our country. And of courséha United States it's very different because
you’re an immigration society. If you come herauymave to pull up your sleeves and start to
work; in the Netherlands we have a whole systersoofal security, that is you don’t work you
get social benefits. So it's a very different @o«it

Then | think an important development over the thstade is that the electoral landscape of the
Netherlands has changed dramatically. Traditignéiie Dutch electorate was defined by very
recognizable pillars; we called them the pillarsuyhad the Christian Democrat pillar, and
Liberals, and Conservatives, and the Social Dent®cend the Humanists—everything was
quite well ordered and arranged. But now we satepghople don't vote according to their pillar
anymore. And the electorate is very volatile aedpde vote for all kinds of different and new
parties that have sprung up on all sides of thetgp®, on the left side and on the right side.
Another thing that is worth mentioning | think fsat in the last decade the outcome of elections
has become more unpredictable; the political lamgsdias now fragmented—we now have nine
parties in our parliament. So that means thabtbgest party has less than 25% of the votes—
so it means that you have a lot of different vojeelsich means it's harder to have one big bloc.
| mean here, in the United States, when you hasetiehs it's either one party or the other that
has won. With the presidential elections, eithee candidate or the other, so you know the
moment that all the polls have been counted, wharhetimes takes a little bit longer than other
times, but they get counted. With us, the elettasults are the beginning of the process of
making a coalition.

And finally, | think it's also important to know #h the global financial economic crisis affected
us very much as well, because we are such an aueromy, because we trade and invest all
over the world. We have so many Dutch banks, xanele, that have invested in the United
States, so they were affected by the financiaischere. And our government had to bail out
banks and help companies that had difficulty sumgyv So | think that with the financial and
economic instability, and also the sense of theldva@hanging at a very fast pace, the
globalization that I think brings a lot of goodddot of people also brings a lot of uncertainty to
a lot of people as well. And the worry of what eppening to my country? What happened to
our way of life—is it going to stay as it is oriisreally going to change? There are always
people who see the opportunities, but always adsple who see, | think, the challenges and the
worries there.

So, here we are, the long-term traditions: the {@mm tradition of trade, of human rights, of
international cooperation, of electoral cooperatidaunding member of a lot of those
institutions. Then the recent events of the lastde, and that brings us to the new government
that we have now. The new government is a mingatyernment, and Henk Jan your party is
part of the government so you're in a much bettaitppn as a politician to say something about
it than | am, so please do ask questions if youtwaknow some more about it. It's unusual for
us to have a minority government—it was a very linge ago that was the case, we usually go



for a majority government. The minority governmensupported in parliament by the Freedom
Party of Geert Wilders, and he supports the governiran a number of issues and some of those
are security, immigration, healthcare, and the btdg

The new government has clearly stated a contineathtdtment to international engagement.
The coalition agreement says about this, “The guowent sees it as its chance to promote the
security and welfare of the Netherlands and itzenis, and to safeguard Dutch interests. Our
foreign policy, which entails the Netherlands phayia strong and self-confident role on the
international stage, contributes to this. Curnetérnational challenges and conflicts, and the
Netherlands’ financial economic situation, call fougher choices and integrated foreign policy.
The international aspect of other parts of the gawent’s policy will be better coordinated.” So
yes we will have a very active foreign policy, bve will have to make some choices. Certainly
as a smaller country, you can’'t do everything ewdssre anymore. So | think it combines
continuity in our traditions for international ermgganent, with the realization of the need to
focus.

So how does this translate into specific policyAIWhink it is a little bit early to say. We have
a new minister of foreign affairs, Dr. Uri Roserthae have a new junior minister of
development with EU, Dr. Knapen, and we have a leghl of intellect in our foreign ministry
with people with PhDs, and they are now in the psscof working out new policies. | think that
the first contours are becoming clear though. Tirst priority of the government is economic
recovery of the Netherlands. And the Dutch govemiweants to do that in two ways. First of
all, bring back the budget deficit. The Dutch as®ess and we don’t like to spend before we
earn, we’'d rather earn something before we sperdhink very few Dutch people would just
buy something with a credit card if there wasn’y amoney in the bank to cover that. It's the
same with our government budget. So the propostideofovernment is to cut the budget by 18
billion Euros in the next four years, and the gealo be back by 2015 at the balanced budget.
And we are now at about 5% of budget deficit. | eember very clearly when | came in 2008, we
then had Prime Minister Balkenende and he gaveeacspfor the foreign policy council and he
said the country is in reasonable shape, we haraall surplus on the budget, we have 3% on
the unemployment, and we have about 2.5-3% groavttd, he got big applause. And he said |
wish | would get such big applause in my parliamastwell. Laughter] Usually they only
grumble that it isn’t even better. So you see is trery brief period we went from a budget
surplus, because of the financial economic sitnatibe bail out, to a deficit of about 5%. It's
manageable and I think it's already improving tababout 4.5%, but the government wants to
continue to get that under control.

In our foreign policy, the new government continte@sstress the importance of foreign trade.
We are very strong in trade, in the WTO. It hasnb@éong time coming and we really think now

is the moment to really get it done. We were replgased to see President Obama conclude the
free trade agreement with Korea, and hopefully soraee will come. And we also still think it's
still possible to do more in terms of trade betwdenUnited Sates and the European continent,
because they are each other’s biggest interesade tand so the more we can do in terms of
promoting trade, the better we think it is. We naliubenefit from that. Our economic section
has worked out what trade and investment that weaelan for the American economy. We have
split out our investment per state, so you canvgeieh Dutch companies are in which states:



Virginia, Maryland, lllinois, etc. And we have wa#t out that it's about—I like to say almost a
million American jobs—the economic section says,8680but | think almost a million sounds
better—American jobs are created by Dutch investraad trade, and you trading with us. It is
important, we think that trade is really importémget out of this economic crisis.

We also seek to improve our economic diplomacytaralign foreign policy with economics. In
the very old days, a very long time ago, Dutcha@hphts would sayj& ne parle pas fromage,”—

| don't speak about cheesé.aligher.] But that was a very long time ago, that was owat
great-grandfathers. We are already very much iretiw what we call economic diplomacy;
helping the Dutch business community, health, wagkiith partners here in the United States
but also in other countries to help open up opmities to the Dutch business community in the
different countries where we are. We also lookfouta leveled playing field to make sure that
things are the same for everyone doing business.

We will continue to contribute to international affs. The Dutch were there for the first
meetings of the G20 in Washington and in Pittsbuegiul President Sarkozy has invited us to be
there for the preparation of the next G20 in FraBsrause we have, you know, everyone feels
so strongly, because we are so engaged finan@atlyhave such an international interest, for
example in the United States, we wanted to be \eblko finding a solution to the financial
crisis. And so we were very happy with the invitas, the first one from President Bush and the
second from President Obama. We are also veryehgtivorking with the IMF and the World
Bank. We were there at the birth of both institnipwe contribute a lot to the World Bank for
developing countries and we still have a seat erbttard of the IMF. We will still remain very
much committed to the European project as wehirlkt in a slightly less automatic way maybe
than we were in the past; in the past | think aofathings were just part of it. | think parliament
looks a lot more critically now at what comes. inth Europe is crucial for our wealth, our
security, our peace—I think Europe is one of thestrsuccessful projects in the world. If you
think of how it is countries that used to war waéich other, you know, France and Germany, of
course very recently, but you know we fought thvesrs with the British. We fought with
absolutely everybody—with the Swedes. And the that we now have stability and peace on
the continent, that is a strong trading area, foeeonomy like ours is fantastic. So the EU has
been very good for us but we have come to a poirdrevwe see it has enlarged very quickly,
from the 6 founding members to now 27. We reallyinta make sure that the countries that join
are ready to join and that meets the criteria éanipg. And we also want to make sure that
Europe does what it does best but also that thensatio what they do best, so to look at the
system. But Europe will remain very important.

A few words about development cooperation; sinegdiginning of development cooperation, it
is something we have played a very active rolé.ast year, in 2009, with almost 6.5 billion US
dollars we were the™largest donor in the world, so that is in reairter Because we are cutting
all the budgets, also the development budget wiltlt, but the government has committed itself
to remain giving 0.7% of our GNP to development am that's a commitment that stands. But
also to transform our development program, to miake little bit more ready for the time.
Development has changed tremendously as well andaméto work with the prime developing
countries and very much look at the effectivenesdevelopment aid, what works and what
doesn’t and focus on those areas where we havdua.Water is such an area, even in the



United States we have done a lot with water. Altatrina we came to pump out the water and
that developed into a partnership, working togethién Louisiana authorities on water issues—
and also in San Francisco, California and in Feorilo water is something that we know about,
being two-thirds at or below sea level. Our countas built up in the fight to keep water out, so
that is something we will also do more of in ouvelepment program. Food; we have a very
high tech agricultural research university, andaose we are such a big food exporter that is
something we know about. So those are the areasewkewill work more in development aid.
And, also fragile states and women'’s rights and e@missues—I think reproductive health and
rights will remain very important to our developrh@nogram.

In peace, security and stability; we had an exioibithe other day at our embassy from Korea to
Kabul. We were involved together with the Unite@t8s in peacekeeping operations since the
1950s ‘til right now. In Afghanistan right now aglv We have been there since 2002, and since
2006 at the request of NATO we became the leacbmati Uruzgan, one of the southern
provinces very close to the border with Pakistahictv was a heavy responsibility and heavy
duty for a fairly small nation with not a very bigjlitary, to be a lead nation to fill that role. Bu
we did it for two years and extended it for anottves years, and then the parliament said well,
you know, you have extended and extended, andna¢ point others have to share a little bit of
the burden. And that actually led to the fall of thutch government earlier this year, February
of this year, because of differences of opiniorsbauld we carry on or not. The new cabinet has
said that they do want to remain committed to Afghki@n, certainly with diplomacy and
development, but also with a police training miasand that is being discussed in parliament
right now.

We are active also in other parts of the worldntet mention here the anti-piracy operations off
the coast of Somalia. It is very important alsahe Caribbean, | have two of my colleagues
from the Caribbean here, Ann from the Netherlanadgillés and Jocelyn from Aruba of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands. Of course we don't uste a European part, we have an Antillean
part, a Caribbean part, and we work very closelthwiS navy in the Caribbean in the fight
against drugs. There is an integrated commandeisdlathern command for the Dutch navy and
coast guard together with our Caribbean colleagses part of that. And then in the Balkans and
the Caucasuses for fighting the proliferation ofap@ns of mass destruction, a very important
issue. There was a nuclear security summit hefgpmi, and if nuclear material comes into the
hands of Al Qaeda-tied operations or criminal gawgsild be very dangerous. We also work
very strongly with you on fighting terrorism, andeoof the examples was the Christmas Day
Bomber—you may remember the Underwear Bomber—diglat from Amsterdam to Detroit
and that left already intense cooperation to becewam more intense. How can we make sure
that people do not get on the flight, and that vaeeha good exchange of information, good
security at airports, and we had a congressionainuttee after the event that came to
Amsterdam and had a look at our scanner, the scarhat were up for much debate over
Thanksgiving weekend.

So international law and human rights, | think thesmain a very important part of our foreign
policy. As a small nation we believe in the impada of international law. We are dedicated to
that. We like to call The Hague the internationagdl capital of the world, home to the
International Court of Justice, the oldest inteoral court in fact is in The Hague. It's an



interesting building bought by Mr. Carnegie, a h#al palace-style building. We have the
International Criminal Court in The Hague and we&éhaeveral tribunals, the criminal tribunals
for the former Yugoslavia, for example, and forr&elLeone. So international law is important
for us.

A few words about human rights. Well Pat, you sa@ready, | was the Ambassador-at-Large
for Human Rights, and | think it was one of the traifficult jobs | have ever done, and also one
of the most rewarding and at the same time frusggalWe had and still have a very active
human rights program in the United Nations and aisthe OSCE, the Council of Europe, but
also on the ground working with NGOs and humantsiglefenders. We visited more than 50
countries when | was Ambassador-at-Large for HurRaghts, countries as varied as Iran,
Yemen, but also China, Russia, Colombia, Guatenss®aing how brave people are in trying to
improve the situation on the ground in the différeountries. But its not just finger pointing, we
also try to help governments. What can we do tp Bekngthen your rule of law? What can we
do to help train judges or prosecutors or set ugriminal justice system? | think that is
something that for a country like Afghanistan we aeriously looking to see what we can do
there to help improve the human rights situatidme United States Institute of Peace is here as
well. They did a marvelous conference on [UN] Regoh 1325, on the role of women, not just
as victims of international wars, but also the img@oce of involving women in finding solutions
for peace and security. We have a National ActitanPand Secretary Clinton announced that
the US is also going to have a National Action P&nrd we are looking forward to working with
the United States and sharing our experience.

So, we think that involving women, and speakinggagoman ambassador, it is an issue that is
very close to my heart. Mary Robinson said invajvimomen is key to sorting out problems of
human rights. It is also key to trying to preveature conflicts. And she also said, “Today’s
human rights violations are the causes of tomorsawnflicts.” So that's why we think it is so
important to work on human rights issues. So, afrge this month not only is it Pat’s birthday
and Sinterklaas’s birthday, but also Decembét isQnternational Human Rights Day so | hope
you will all find a way to celebrate this and pateation to it. One of my great inspirations and
role models when | was Ambassador for Human Riglats Eleanor Roosevelt, and you may or
may not know that the Roosevelts came from the &&thds, from Zeeland. We still have the
Roosevelt Foundation Four Freedoms, and one yeawtiard for freedom is given in the United
States and the other year in the Netherlands, eladd. And our queen always goes for the
giving of the Four Freedoms Award. Last year in2@@cretary Clinton got the Four Freedoms
award, and with her work in human rights and worseights | think she was an awardee who
very much deserved that. Eleanor Roosevelt wasyraatrail blazer, and | think her role in
drafting the Universal Declaration of Human Righigs a really important one. We think there
is a role for government in human rights, but ia #nd also for ourselves. Eleanor Roosevelt
said it, as always, very well, and | quote, “Wheater all, do universal human rights begin? In
small places, close to home—so close and so shalithhey cannot be seen on any maps of the
world ... Such are the places where every man, woaral child seeks equal justice, equal
opportunity, equal dignity without discriminatiobnless these rights have meaning there, they
have little meaning anywhere.” And | think thataiso very important for us working on policy
issues to keep in mind, as what you need to doialgour own environment.
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So, I've tried to tell you a little bit about theiekrs of our foreign policy, the history and
geography of our country, the recent developmesttdiefinitely have an active influence on our
foreign policy. We will still remain very engagenteérnationally because | believe we simply
have no other choice. Being the open nation anch gm®nomy that we are, we have to be
internationally engaged. The new government wilfirgiely continue that line. Economic
recovery is very important and working with otheations is very important, and the United
States is our key ally in that. And | can't telllavhat an honor and a privilege it is for me to
serve here as the Ambassador of the Netherlanttsetnited States. It is a very challenging
assignment; you are a huge country with 50 stateshere is a lot of ground to cover. You are
involved in absolutely everything that goes on he world, as | think Wikileaks has shown.
[Laughter.] It's a great honor and a privilege and very ingg to be here, so thank you for your
interest, | really appreciate it, and thank youdoming here.Applause.]

Ms. Ellis: That was wonderful Ambassador, thank you, and sisekindly agreed to open it up
to questions. | want to open it up with three tgplaut | want to get to everyone, so do raise your
hand.

The first one relates to the hot topic in Europemigration. | was just wondering if you could
tell us how the situation in the Netherlands iedldnt or similar to other European countries and
how you see things changing or evolving in thegwed. In Europe there is free movement from
country to country, so how that might affect anywrpmlicies.

The second relates to Afghanistan. Since thereaudch great interest in this country, | think
people would be interested in understanding why déeision was taken to withdraw from
Afghanistan in terms of the mood in the countrg, et

The third question relates to what you talked apgatting your house in order and budgets.
Europe is now going through a number of bailoutsl, bam wondering, you talked about a new
relationship with the EU even though you would cmn to be supportive and how integral it is,
how is this going to affect your interaction withetEU? Because there was Greece, there is
Ireland, and...

Ambassador Jones-BosThat'’s it! [Laughter.]
Ms. Ellis: Well, in any event... Please.

Ambassador Jones-BosAs usual, very easy questionka(ighter.] Henk Jan, maybe you can
join me so you can say a few words as well. Magbs ktart with the immigration issue. | think
very similar to a certain extent because all Euaopeountries have this issue with immigration,
and all European countries are integrating largabars of immigrants in their societies. You
see problems in France, in England, in Germanysweden, in Denmark. So | think there is
almost no European country that is not sufferimgmfrthe same problem. | think the way to
tackle this may differ from country to country; \mave decided to have very active integration
programs. So we have decided that people who contiget Netherlands should learn to speak
the Dutch language. That was not the case whenlgdiogt came; we presumed that we let
people alone and let people have a sort of tolerabat you can also call it a kind of
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indifference, and so now we say if you want to cameour country you have to learn the
language, you have to have a basic understanditigediistory, to participate in society. | think
immigration policies will be stricter in order toake sure the people are in our country, out of
16.5—-17 million people we have almost 1 million Nims in the Netherlands in a relatively short
period of time, which is a pretty high percentagertegrate. So | think the government has
decided to work on integrating the people thathene, and be a little bit more restrictive in our
immigration.

MP Henk Jan Ormel: Thank you. My name is Henk Jan Ormel, | am a membé¢he Dutch
parliament. | would like to answer your questiont bwould like to say one thing if you permit
me. The Ambassador, who has been sent to the USttdds, is of course the best diplomat of
the Netherlands, and | am very proud we have a wowlao was sent to the United States.
[Applause.] When | was invited | was little bit shy becaus&vas a woman ambassador inviting
me for a women’s group, but actually there are #waen here, scattered around. But | have a
special feeling, always, when | am in the Unitedt&, and | know several of my fellow Dutch
citizens feel the same. It comes from World Warahd | am younger than that but my father
always told me stories; he saw the bombing of Rdét®. The Netherlands was occupied by
Germany, and we owe our liberation to you, to timtédl States. There are still American bodies
lying in Dutch soil, and | can tell you that thag@ves are adopted by Dutch school children and
they look very well after those graves and knowtitstory behind them. So we keep our history
very much alive, and we are very proud of the WhBates of America. And | would like to tell
that to you here.

And now to the question, because we know the Urfitades is an immigration country and |
think to you it is very strange for you to hear quoblems with immigration. We are a small
country and from the 1960s we had a lot of labocersing in, and they came from the Middle
East. They were the lowest social classes fromMidgle East and they were Muslim. We
thought they would come for a few years and thebayk, but they liked the Dutch welfare state
and they let their wives come in. We let them coarg] we didn’t teach them Dutch so they
stayed speaking Turkish or Moroccan, and they bedaore and more and more. And they are
Muslims, and we have the freedom of religion of rsguin our constitution but our society is
secularizing very much. In a secularizing sociedgynmg a group of immigrants that are active
Muslims and are of the lowest social classes csetatgsions. Churches are rebuilt and mosques
are being built. Our culture and our identity isriStian, and we feel the tension very much. | am
living in the countryside, and we don’t have a peoi with immigration of Muslims but still
people are a little bit afraid of losing their idiéyy and that is the background of the fear for
immigration in the Netherlands. Because it's adaggoup of another religion, and at the same
time the Dutch are staying goodbye to their retigmore and more. This is not only happening
in the Netherlands, but the Netherlands is sometioadled the laboratory of Europe, so what
you see there will soon be in other countries ofolRa. You will look at Switzerland or at
Austria or France or Germany, also becoming areigsermany, so it's coming up.

Ambassador Jones-BosMaybe on Afghanistan... do you want to start?

Mr. Ormel: Intelligent of you. Laughter.] Yes, | have to take my responsibility on Afghstan.
We had the government trying to work on Afghanistand because, | am a member of the
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Christian Democratic Party and we work togethehwite Socialist Party—the Labor Party is
the Socialist Party—in government, and we hopdagp and the Socialists wanted to go out. And
why was this? It was because we had an agreem#nthei government in Parliament that if we
sent troops abroad, we want to know a lot fromgbeernment, as parliament. And one of the
things we want to know is when is the end of thesmin, and they have to say this at the
beginning of the mission. And it sounds rather gtupecause the end of the mission should be if
the mission in accomplished, but no we have saidvasat to have a date. And this date was set
in two years, and then after two years we hadgeldiscussion in parliament and said two more
years and then that is the end. But it was noetite And we, as Christian Democrats, wanted to
be a reliable part of NATO, and because all ofdtieer parts of NATO were staying we wanted
to stay, but it was not popular and there weretieles coming so the Labor Party said no, we
have to go out. But then the government fell, theeee elections, and the Christian Democrats
suffered a terrible loss. Not only because of oueifyn affairs policies, there were other reasons.
But now we are in government again but with anotireup, the Liberals. And the Liberals and
the Christian Democrats together want to go backfginanistan to take our responsibility, but,
as the Ambassador told you, we now have a mingoternment and so we are working very
hard to find some majority in parliament, and iaisotally different democratic system then in
the United States. There are ten political gro@psl some groups have only two seats. So we
have to count and count and argue and argue, atid that we are doing.

Ms. Ellis: What about public opinion on this issue?

Mr. Ormel: Public opinion is very negative. It's very diffi¢ub explain to the people why we
are sending troops so far away, and we have bayg dyere. Why is it? Because terrorism, as
the Ambassador told you, is also coming from theedi@ of society. It is not explicitly coming
from Afghanistan. And there are some, especiaftying politicians, and they say we are only
going to Afghanistan to please the Americans. Wg sa the Americans are in Afghanistan to
defend our liberties, and we have to do this with. fithis discussion is going on in the
Netherlands, but the Dutch people don't like wéweyt are pacifistic. And it is rather easy
because we know you are there and taking your ns#ipldy. So we in the parliament, we are
saying we have to take our responsiblity too. Agdiitician | believe in representative
democracy, that people can vote for you and the&y #tan vote for me and give me the
responsibility to what is best for their countryndithat is not always what they like at that
moment. And you can see more and more that dempoaratpopulism is coming together and |
think that is bad for democracy. And this is a @enot only in the Dutch democracy, but you
can see it also in the United States. The influericeass media on politics and politics on mass
media; we are getting too close to each other. Because of debt, because of the internet,
because everyone can write emails everyday thatnfiteencing me; | cannot take my own
chosen role in parliament anymore. Well, | do tlhsf | am becoming more and more a
minority, and more and more members of parliameawt jast doing what people like in
parliament, and | think that is wrong.

Ms. Ellis: Do you want to answer the question about the b&lou

Ambassador Jones-Bos¥Yes. Maybe about the euro? We are one of the ggroaconomies,
financially, in Europe, so we were involved in tralout first for Greece and then for Ireland, so
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we were very much part of the support mechanismitas been created. We still believe that the
euro is very important for our countries; we thihiat if the euro hadn’t been there we would
have been much worse off. We think there are soroblgms in the euro, just as there are in
many parts of the world at the moment. Greece &kant big steps, they have a very fierce
program to cut costs and bring their country backirack. Same as Portugal, my Portuguese
colleague, oh she just sneaked out | think—andhimg with Ireland. | think there is almost like
a concern of the financial world to see of thesentees how long they will last and how fragile
it all is, but we are determined in Europe an theeone to keep it all together and to do what
we need to keep the euro stable. And so far we'aeaged that.

Ambassador Cynthia Schneider:I've heard about the foreign policy of Wilders'rpa | am
not very familiar with his domestic policies in tidetherlands. Is there a kind of strained
coalition then between the Labor Party and hisypaghinst intervention in Afghanistan and how
will that play out? And very quickly, what differe@ does the whole Wikileaks thing make to
you and your country?

Dawn Calabia: you both raised the issue of the changing natiothefpolitical body in the
Netherlands, and also the external fears of theliMason changing society. | was wondering
what the government was trying to do; particulasyen the economy is weak, the economy
looks at people to blame. And when there are assdEms, that makes people worry. So what
do we do to make the institutions of democracyrgjev and show people that sometimes we
have to do things that have to be in a common ¢roup

Question: I'm Joanne Young, my question is more on privacy] the balancing of privacy with
security. At least my understanding is that thenddands and | am referring to the woman in
parliament who has been very outspoken and ralliddt of the EU, on privacy and on not
sharing information with authorities for securityrposes. And | wondered if you could just
comment on that balancing in the Netherlands oarggand collecting data vs. privacy.

Ambassador Jones-Bosl think for us it is about the balance between sgcand privacy. |
think that the woman you are referring to, who wathe European parliament and is now in the
Dutch parliament, and | think this is a problenEurope. The question is what are you going to
do with all that data, and how do | know the dataivbe used for anything else; and do you
need all the data or just...? So | think it is a dep&think it's an important debate, and you
know it came out with all the problems in the begny of the year that were sorted out. And |
think the Dutch parliament and also the Europeahagpaent had some serious questions about
the massive amount of data that is collected anak vghbeing done with it. And | think that is
legitimate. And we are asked to provide all thisadaut we don’t get it all back, and so it is a
matter of give and take between the two that if side gives a lot the other side should give a
bit too. | think in Europe in general there is areof a concern for privacy, where as here the
security aspect is more important. And we do nedithtl a balance between the two, and we are
having local delegations coming over and talkingudht. | think that is the best way to do it
between our parliaments, our administrations shaalgl okay what are your questions, what
guarantees can we give, what are we going to do tg data. | think it is a matter of more
intense dialogue and we have started that withenlaist few months. And | think that leads to
more understanding on both sides.
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Mr. Ormel: Maybe on some other subject... Yes, Ambassador, yere wasking about the
Populace Party and foreign policy. The PopulaceéyHara very xenophobic political party, so
they have in essence no foreign policy. They wartiave the Netherlands out of the European
Union, they don’t want to send soldiers to Afgh&ams they are very anti-Islamic. So | ask many
times if you want to fight the terrorists we caniddAfghanistan and do it in your backyard, but
still they don’t want the soldiers there, they wemgo out of the euro as soon as possible. So it
is a losing policy.

Ambassador Jones-BosHe, as a politician, can say that kind of thingalghter.]

Mr. Ormel: Yes, | am a politician so... it is rather difficuleGause we have a minority
government of the Liberals and Christian Democrstsye have the support of this Populace
group. So, for Afghanistan, the Liberals and theistian Democrats want to go to Afghanistan,
but we don’t have the support of the Socialistsder’t have the support of the Populists, so we
have to look to other political parties.

The Wikileaks—it’s the talk of the town in the Netlands. [aughter.] | think, in a way—well |
am here in Washington for the NATO assembly, andameetalking about new strategic concepts
and threats. And one of the new threats is cylaclatand | think Wikileaks is a cyber attack. It
is having enormous risks for the whole world. Yancsee the reactions, for example in the
Middle East, such as what the Saudi King said alipiits like a snake and we should have it
handled. And | think it's also bad for the wholdat®ns of the Middle East. What they said
about the Russian government—the Russians sayegnttomatter very much, but | think they
are very angry. So it will change a lot, and | khime all need to learn from this. All diplomats
are sending messages to their governments, anégoemve have to find other forms than using
the internet. We all have to learn from this. Iedmot change anything in the bilateral relations
between the Netherlands and the United Statesnbybe that is because there are no leakages
from the American Embassy in The Hague, but wevarg confident on that.

Ambassador Jones-BosAnd | think we have a pretty robust relationstsp, | think countries
with a robust foreign policy or relationship carkdaa few bumps that you might not like so
much. But | can imagine for more sensitive foreiglationships it's a real problem

Ms. Ellis: So, very quickly, we have time for a couple moresjions, but they have to be brief,
and only from people who have not asked questi@isré please. Could you please identify
yourself too.

Question: My name is [Ambassador] Sally Cowal, | am from 8lagion Services International.
Thank you very much for a very interesting prestora | wondered if either or both of you
might comment on your relations with Suriname amatyou see happening with Suriname.
Question: Could you comment on climate change?

Question: | would like to hear your comments on how diplom&as changed. | think we are
hearing some of this because of the Wikileaks,dl&m | am not so sure there is foreign policy
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anymore, as everything is so interlinked with datmegsolicy. So | would be interested to hear
your comments of that.

Question: My name is Matthew Stewart, | am a student at AcariUniversity. Thank you for
having me. | just wanted to ask a question basedoomething you said earlier that struck me;
you said we need to be starting in the home, viapei spheres of culture especially in regards to
women’s issues. | am interested to hear your thisugin how we translate what is done
domestically and internationally into the privatehere or into how private citizens make
decisions on these issues at large.

Ambassador Jones-BosOkay, | will start with the last two. | think dipheacy has changed
tremendously, even from when | started just overy@ars ago ‘til now. Then you had only
government to government relations, you had corafdt machines to codify your messages by
hand, you were the only source of information abelbat was happening in a country. And of
course that has totally changed. You are not th smurce now, it is hard to keep up with the
media. Because of the massive amounts of informat® have now, it is even more important
to see the meaning in it. From all of what is hagppg, why does it matter to the Netherlands
and what matters to the Netherlands? There is mumie of a role of defining key issues and
trying to find the developments of our foreign gyglgoals. So, | think that’s one.

Then, you communicate with so many more people gf@mndid in the past. Government to
government relations is one thing, but we commuaieath civil society organizations, with the
business community, with individuals, with artistou have so many more links with all parts
of society, with cities and provinces on the statel. So it is much more than a government to
government type of job, you are the facilitator ahd strategist. You are the government to
government link but also the facilitator betweeh dafferent players that you think might be
interested in certain developments for the Nethelda And | think Katrina is an example; 20
years ago diplomats would not be dealing with wateues. But now it's a really important
issue, one because of climate change. Water anusthg level of the sea is a big issue, so there
is a policy level to that. But there is also thaqtical level of what do you do, what kind of plans
do you make in your own country to cope with thaing sea level, how can you help other
communities, what role does your business communtéty in all that, and how do you connect
research and universities into that. So it is mmoine multilayered and much more complex, and
much more related to what is happening in your coumtry.

And that is the other part, | think before foreigolicy was often abstract. It is now so totally
integrated: climate, security, defense, econoniias. all so interlinked, so | think lastly it has
made a big change to the role of the minister o€igm affairs. We all have so much, |
sometimes hardly see my colleagues. Canada is gaauple, we have so much in common in
the way we approach foreign policy and also doroassiues. My sister is married to a Canadian
so | have a very warm spot for Canadians anywagughter.] But, in the old days you would
see lots of other ambassadors, but now | hardlg tiaves to see my colleagues because you are
dealing with the American community at large, haweners for Dutch businesses, you go to
help on the Hill to see if you can do somethindatter the Dutch interests here, or you work
with the financial sector, or you help Dutch farsyx@ho have difficulties here, or you work on
consular issues. So it is very interlinked with @stic issues. | am very happy that before
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coming here | was posted in the Netherlands soltkabw a lot of people there, | feel very
rooted there; | know a lot of people in the foremgmistry, in the bureaucracies, in the political
parties, and in the NGOs. If you don’'t have thatoh't think you can do your work as an
ambassador anymore. In the old days where you cgaoldrom country to country and be
involved in high-level political changes and dringi champagne..[Laughter.] | wish there
could be a bit more of that, but it is hard workhall different kinds of activities of society tha
just meetings with other diplomats. We very occaally do something with colleagues and it's
very nice to have them and see something of thesa ona while.

Mr. Ormel: There is one subject left, that's Suriname. Surmdma former colony of the
Netherlands, and | think that as a member of titkapaent who was colonizing other countries,

| have to be very backward in saying a lot of tkirgpout such a country. Almost half the
population is living in the Netherlands. There @mormous ties between Suriname and the
Netherlands, with many people going back and fortke political situation in Suriname at the
moment is that there was a president elected wh® sgatenced for jail in the Netherlands
because of tax crimes. And because he is a prestiehas immunity, so it is impossible for us
to put him in jail. But as soon as he is not a ipies® anymore and he is visiting the Netherlands,
he will be put in jail. So that makes the situateolittle tense on the diplomatic sidealighter.]

| think the Ambassador of the Netherlands to Sumi@as drinking a lot of champagne, because
he will not see the president muchafighter.] This is a difficult situation, but on the peopte
people level there is a lot of contact between3thename people and the Dutch people. We are
good friends and doing a lot together, on the natesNGO level there is a lot of contact, but on
the state level it is bit more cool right now.

Ms. Ellis: So we have come to the end of an absolutely wouldevening. | just want to thank

the Ambassador so much, and thank her colleagme frarliament. We are so glad you could
join us. Applause.] Thank you all for your great questions, and Veappy holidays to everyone.
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