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Ambassador Ritva Jolkkonen:Welcome everybody. I'm really excited to see yduTeonight,
despite the rain, | must say that | am very hon@mrd pleased to host this event. | have been in
New York for two years and most of this time I'vedn a member of the Women’s Foreign
Policy Group and | have enjoyed it very much arllink the work they’re doing is really great
and important. | think for us diplomats who areyohére for a while particularly it is especially
interesting because it brings us together and we ltkhe possibility to meet very important
people and I'm very happy to be part of that tohi¢ithink that the topic we have tonight is also
really interesting and relevant. So welcome, armahkhyou for coming.

Patricia Ellis: First of all, I just wanted to thank AmbassadotvRiJolkkonen, the Consul
General of Finland, for hosting us. She has haérg impressive career. She came here from
Buenos Aires, which was her last assignment. toisbad, coming from Buenos Aires to New
York. [Laughter.] We are so pleased to be here tonight, with tbiggous view, and just really
appreciate your very kind hospitality. | also wamtshare that we have membership renewal
going on and the Consul General was one of thetéreenew. Obviously we are very happy that
she enjoys working with us because we love workimith the diplomatic community,
particularly the women diplomats, and there arermalver here tonight, such as the Czech Consul
General. There are also a number of other diplomwadsUN officials here, so thank you all for
coming. This is not Elisabeth Bumiller.Ldughter.] Elisabeth was very busy today and was
stuck in Washington covering the decision on gaythé military. She is very sorry she can't be
here with us tonight, and hopes that she’ll be dblespeak with you on another occasion.
Instead, we have another grév York Times reporter, James Dao. James, thank you so much
for your willingness to jump right in and come ajoand make this the great evening it already
has been. James covers military and defense saffdtte currently, since March, has been
covering a battalion in fOMountain Division out of Fort Drum. He went oveithvthem on
their deployment as part of the surge in Afghamisgand he will be following them for the whole
year and each time he was embedded with them Verté six weeks. Prior to that, he was
embedded in Irag. He covered the Pentagon duribd), &nd previously covered the State
Department and Congress. He was Albany bureau ahekfthe deputy metropolitan editor, and
he and Warren have both shared this title. H®iisggto Afghanistan in March and he was most
recently there in October, so it's very fresh. 4$dgjoing to talk to you about northern



Afghanistan. A lot of coverage has been focusedaurthern Afghanistan. We’'ll have plenty of
time for questions, so before | turn it over to hiior those of you who don’t know me, I'm
Patricia Ellis, President of the Women’s Foreigrid®oGroup. We have a lot of interesting
things planned for 2011 in New York. We also do@webration of Women Diplomats, we do a
UN conference, so look forward to receiving invttas from us. Now, | will turn it over to Jim
and when he’s finished making some remarks wedirojt up for questions. So, thank you all
again. Applause.]

James Dao: Thank you for having me. I'm not much of a paotgg of my voice, so if you can’t
hear me, please wave a hand or shout. Not onlymoh Elisabeth Bumiller, | am not really an
expert in foreign policy and I'm not much of an expin military policy. What | do foiThe
Times is cover a beat that's sort of of my own makingjJed military affairs. But what it really

is a piece designed to get a sense of the livéioops on the ground. It was always my sense
that having once covered the Pentagon that thisamasrld that most Americans don’t know
about. It could be its own state practically; #ierwell over a million troops and almost 10
million veterans out there. They speak their oamguage, they have their own institutions, they
have their own culture, and for better or for wotsecause the military is voluntary, is that most
Americans don't participate. | often feel as thiowge have almost a separate part of American
culture that the rest of us don’t really see orarsthnd, and that's where this whole idea came
from. What I'm hoping you'll find interesting toglas—part of what I've been doing is covering
a battalion in 16 Mountain Division out of Fort Drum in their yeaorlg deployment. They
were among the first troops to go in as part of36@®00 troop surge that the President ordered.
They arrived in northern Afghanistan by March. Aofgrapher fromThe Times, Damon
Winter, and | went over there with them. We welb&edo visit them in Fort Drum before they
left, we boarded on a plane and we went with thachgot on the ground with them as they were
just arriving. It was a great way to see how 1€ &0-year-old kids are thrown into a new
situation. We spent about a month there with thieem, came back and did a couple of stories
and produced a whole bunch of multimedia produstihich | hope you all will take a look at
when you leave here. It's called “A Year at Watid what we tried to do is really bring to life
troops out of the print and photos. There arervieg/s with the soldiers where they just speak
into the camera, and there are also short videbgeain a Forward Operating Base, most people
have no idea what it’s like to be in a fire fight's to give people a sense of life on the ground
there. And, as Pat mentioned, we were there farféleptember and half of October, and we're
now producing our stories from that and I'm goilogtalk about those. We’'re going back in
January and February and hopefully fly home with¢bmpanies.

So, let me tell you a bit about where we are, beeave were in this place that isn’t in the news
very much. Almost all coverage of Afghanistan—ti§ inot in Kabul, it's in the Kandahar or
Helmand Provinces. | can't really argue with thidtat's where the focus of the American
military mission really is. The sense is that yan't really stabilize Afghanistan if you can'’t
stabilize Kandahar. There was actually a momentravlheould have been embedded with the
unit that was going to Kandahar and was given ft@o of going to the North, and I'm really
quite glad that | took the option | did. Becaugbihk—I'm in a place called Kunduz Province,
it's about a couple hours flight from Kabul; it's ¢he Tajikistan border. It's a place that | think
if you asked somebody two years ago what a statoeinre in Afghanistan would look like,
they'd probably tell you Kunduz Province was a gax@mple. It's very ethnically mixed, it



had been quite peaceful and it's, relatively spagksomewhat prosperous because it’s lush and
there’s a lot of farm land there. It's consideose of the bread baskets of Afghanistan. But the
Americans are there now, in part because it's baughess and less stable. In some ways, you
can learn a lot about what's happening in Afghamdiy seeing the worst, sort of most violent,
front-line sort of situation like in Kandahar, lalso a much more mixed place like Kunduz. It
was eye-opening for me when we arrived because & thinking there would probably be
pockets of insurgent fighters and that much of ghavince would be relatively safe. What |
think the Americans discovered was that they egdbntould not travel more than a couple
miles from most urban centers without running inib-ret firefights, then roads that were
completely mined and completely impassable. Tlghitraway tells you something about the
nature of the mission that | was in and the mapstacles that were in place.

That said—I was talking with some folks here eardibout people’s impressions of Afghanistan,
and when you come back from these long trips, meaplays think there’s 24/7 firefights and
everywhere you move you're getting blown up. Thah de the case if you choose to be in
certain situations, but the truth is that mostha& tountry is pretty quiet. You're probably only
going to get shot at if you're with American troopf you’re not with American troops, then
you might not be; it's a very different situatiohtry to capture that a little bit even with thest
story | wrote, which is sort of a week in the lIdéa company, of a front line platoon, where |
wanted to get a sense of how these guys—a lotf@fidi just waiting for things to happen,
waiting for fights to happen, waiting to go on &trAnd very often it's really remarkably quiet.
It's only when they choose to go to certain plaaed confront what they think are insurgent
strongholds that then they get into fights. And'thassentially what's happening in Kandahar,
which is one big effort to push into insurgent aread inevitably the units down there are in
constant fighting.

A little bit more about the project itself: one thle goals and objectives was to try to track and
see what happened to the soldiers over the codirde g/ear. How they changed, how a year
away changed them, how Kabul changed them, howatteesiinvolving friends changed them.
And that’s why we’ve tried to do a lot of interviswith people before that—before we left and
at midpoint and again before we left in the end.

I’'m going to share with you a couple of the pediat we're following. One of them—and I'll
mention her first because Pat asked me to talitle liit about women soldiers, so as to channel
Elisabeth. Laugher.] It's an infantry battalion, which means thatsit98% men. Women are not
in the infantry, but there are support units inealyattached to it. One of the women that we're
following was the mother of two little kids. Sheas equipment technology person; she fixes
night vision goggles. She is actually a team leaahel has about five soldiers under her. She’s in
a position of authority. She is a sergeant andisl@very unlikely sergeant. And this is one of
the things | love about the project: the peoplé gisprise you in many ways. The military is
actually much more impressive than | think any fealize. Her great struggle was leaving her
kids. She has been a soldier for years, she deplmy&andahar maybe five or six years ago. It
was no big deal for her to go then, but this tirhe kas two little kids. She weeps constantly
about them. Through the miracle of modern technoige has an international cell phone so she
is texting them constantly. They do have Skype tivere, so they can get on a computer and she
can talk to them regularly. 1think she is strugglwith her marriage—her husband is being Mr.



Mom at home and I think it's been a real struggleHim. We are going to try and follow them
and see how they do.

Another guy we are following—we’re actually going have a very long story about him in
about two weeks. He is a company captain, Yaleugial and probably one of only, maybe, two
people in his class who joined the military. | thinom a very middle class family—his father
was a corporate lawyer. He tells us that he wapldegpset—I think he has always been
interested in the military, but what really motiedthim to join was that he said he was deeply
upset about Abu Ghraib and what he thought was gugerrible breakdown in military
leadership—which it was. And he went out and sigmed He went to officer school, and is now
a company captain. What we are trying to capturihénstory that is going to come out soon is
the immense responsibility that is weighing on sheulders of these guys. He is relatively old
for a company commander, he’s 32, but some of then®?7 and 28. They are in charge of 150
soldiers and their lives—the lives of 150 soldiare in their hands. They will plan their day,
they will plan the mission; and if the mission gea®ng, or someone gets hurt, it really falls on
his or her—well, his, they are all infantry men—sluers. And in his case, a couple people do
get hurt. It's really very wrenching. He is reallyvery remarkably sensitive and vulnerable guy.
| think far more than you would expect from youpital infantry man. He talks a little bit about
his feelings about the guys that get hurt.

There is one other character that | am very fondwdfo will also be a huge feature in an
upcoming story and video we do. He is a single wwhd is more typical of the kind of people
that are in the military today. He is from a littl@wvn in Wisconsin, joined the Army because |
think his dad wanted him to join the Army—it washer that or become a police officer, a state
trooper | think. He joined the Army, traveled ardun a number of posts, and then got divorced.
His wife had drug and alcohol problems, and he giestided that he would get sole custody of
the kids. He won sole custody of the kids, and ttennext year got deployed. So he has now
sent his kids off to live with his brother, who’s absolute saint; he has taken the kids in, and has
incorporated them into his family for the year. i8® really quite a story. He actually has been
injured as well, so he may be back—his deploymeay tme over. So those are three of my
favorite characters.

So, you should all ask questions that you have;dbimg to ramble for a little bit. Because Pat
had talked to me to talk a little bit about—I dogfient a lot of time talking to generals about the
broad policy of the war in Afghanistan, but you caertainly see it playing out on the ground
every day. From my perspective, with the tide I'overing, they are all really central to what
we’re doing in Afghanistan, which is training théghan police, as their job. That is what has
been laid out by Petraeus, by the presidents, laatdig their pathway out of Afghanistan—to
build up the police force and train them to thenp@ihere they're reasonably confident that they
can secure the country on their own. You'll seetaof soldiers out with the numbers of people
they're training—fabulous numbers, in the hundrefi$housands now. These stories capture just
how real it is, because the trainings are very gnmany of them. Literacy is a huge issue. The
average police officer cannot read—they can’t readap, which is a giant problem; they don’t
really know how to go from point A to point B. Tleeare some rough skills there they can work
on, but there is a long way to go.



Calling it training is really kind of a misnometHink, because it's not as if the Americans are
there showing them how to use weapons—we don’t neeshow most Afghans how to use
weapons; they've got that part of it dowhafighter.] They're not really showing them how to
march or maneuver even, it’s really, they try talbthem up and take them into tough areas and
get shot at basically; get them to stand up andt.fignd I'm oversimplifying a bit there—they
are training them how to clear areas and clear coimgls and that sort of thing, but the main part
of it is just backing them up and giving them cdefice in themselves. There are places where
there’s some success, and a lot of places wherdait’'from being successful. There are many
other places which I've witnessed where they josklcontrol of the situation and shooting
starts, and the Afghan police are gone. So theybtea long way to go on that.

From the American soldier’s point of view, one bétbig issues also is trust. There is a story
today out of Kandahar, | think, involving an Afghpalice officer who had been working with
the Americans for several years—I think maybe thyears. Something happened and he went
and just shot six or seven of them, | believe. Téidldon’t know what happened to him. They
don’t know if he was turned by the Taliban or if just had a terrible argument with his father,
and then just took it out on the first people he.sli's hard to know what happened there. But
the troops that I'm covering, they live and eatwhie Afghan police officers; they spend a lot of
time with them. There really is a leap of faith toem, where they really just have to decide if
they're going to trust these folks. It's an extréyneomplicated and difficult situation.
Inevitably, the Afghan police and the Afghan Armgvie family that are in the insurgency, and
they have people in their villages that are in itrgency. The Americans just assume that
anything they tell their Afghan partners will benseyed to the insurgency. It makes for a very
strange planning process because you're almost, dfinvillfully telegraphing the things you're
going to do because you’re assuming the otherlgidess already. So it's complicated.

Ms. Ellis: The other thing you said you might talk about isvhbis is a microcosm of the war.
Everyone’s focusing on the South, but what happenthe North] because there isn’'t as much
violence...

Mr. Dao: | think perhaps what you can learn from a place Kunduz, which isn’t considered
the most violent part of Afghanistan is that whiere isn’t constant fighting, there isn’t a lot of
security anywhere in the country. It's a strange &6 in-between, where there may not be
bloodshed; there may not be IEDs even necesshtitythe government is not welcome in large
parts of the country. We see that clearly in Kun@uavince, where even we have a relatively
stable place and relatively functioning governmehere are even police units in various
districts. But the government doesn’t reach out thie vast majority of villages, and in some of
the places there’s absolutely no government presbacause they'd be in danger there in some
of the areas. There’s a very real standoff in a&elike Kunduz, where there’s not constant
violence, but the government has a long way to gfork it really establishes itself and before
you can really call Kunduz a secure place.

So we were talking earlier about the civilian siofeall this, it's the civilian surge, as the
President called it, which is considered the nextartant step beyond just getting the security
forces built up. There’s so much that could be dondéerms of improving agriculture and
building small businesses there, and the problejusissecurity. You had people in jails where



government officials, where American consultantsildde free to go to those places. | spent a
couple days with a great guy, a farmer from lowhpwad worked for Ohio State at one of their
cooperative staffs in Columbus. There were statigeucuts in Ohio and he lost his job, and
then when his daughter went to college, he dedidegb to Afghanistan—he had an offer to go
Afghanistan and said ‘what the hellldughter.] So there he was, in Kunduz Province, and his
job was just to go and survey farmers and find what their problems were and what they
needed, and perhaps what the government could kelpahem. One of his first trips out—they
wouldn’t let him travel alone—he went with a convafyAmerican troops. They arrived, and the
farmers said ‘never again, you’re not coming tatwis; we are not going to meet with you if
American troops are there.” He spent a good foufivef months just trying to find people to
meet with. And what was kind of unique and tragaswhat he—I spent a day walking with him
in some fields, and he was telling me about soma@fery simple ways that Afghan farmers’
lives could be improved. They had a problem withandlies; it's just a fruit fly, and with
certain simple procedures, maybe some pesticitiey, ¢ould really cut into the problem. But
some of the farmers—and this is the melon capitahfghanistan—had lost 50-80% of their
crop and they had no idea what the problem wasortieone could get in there and help them, it
could make a huge difference for them. He said¢tim@s in the rice fields of the North were
terrible. Apparently as least they had a sort @pewative water system, but with 30 years of war
that is being demolished now; it appears someon&als the water, and it is not being evenly
distributed. So some equity in the way water isrithisted would be very beneficial. Anyway, he
picked up, in a couple of days spent with farmerghee ground, he saw ways production could
be increased significantly if he could just get thance to spend time with them and get out into
the fields, and to get them to trust him.

Ms. Ellis: Well should we open it up to questions? That wasagyrthank you so much.
[Applause.] | want to lead off with three different thingst they are interconnected. First of all,
everyone | think wants to know, what's it like fgou? You've been out there, you've been
embedded; you talked about general security. Wihatitayour own security? How much are you
afraid. Number two, women; you’re not here to tiout the women marines, but they do play a
role, and it's related to what you are saying. Thaye able to talk to the Afghan women and
men, and get a lot of information. And | was wornaigr from what you are seeing there, how do
you feel this might be helpful and possibly be exged? | know you’re not an expert on it. And
thirdly, the issue of—and also, if women are bepemalized by not being allowed to be in
combat, and it is controversial, but these womenimaa and some of these other women are
really on the front line, they are practically ionsbat but they can’t officially be there. And for
those who are ambitious and want to progress imihtary, since it's a very special type of life,
don’t they need to be able to get that experience?

Mr. Dao: Yeah, it's a very good question. On my own seguiitmay on virtue of being there,
the real terrible sides of combat, but | don’t fpalticularly scared in those situations. You can
kind of pick and choose the soldiers you are wihgd when they stop walking, you stop
walking. | think—I mean it's not like you are inheellish, constant fire. The kind of fighting in
Afghanistan is if they begin shooting at you, yae going to lay down and they are going to
shoot over your head probably. The big fear of seus IED and mines; we had a photographer
for The New York Times, Joao Silva, who lost both his legs in Kandahdew weeks ago



walking through a booby-trapped house. And | hagenbin a mine field as well, and there is
nothing you can really do besides walk where evegyelse is walking and hope for the best. But
as | was saying earlier, we don’t feel constamtlydanger. And there are moments where it's
scary and your heart rate goes up, but much ofithe it's relatively peaceful. And if you are
careful... we don’t hear of a lot of reporters gegthurt. They are watching out for themselves,
and it's possible to stay safe most of the tim&4dmre unpredictable.

Ms Ellis: And on the question on women?

Mr. Dao: What | did see in terms of women, sort of in napgort roles in my part of the
country—and | think this applies to what Elisabéths written about—clearly the American
military has figured out that women could be thetlaly in Afghanistan. Women have probably
the most to lose by the return of the Taliban. bm#8uz for sure there are a lot of schools for
women, and probably about all of them are run bynew principles and teachers. There are a lot
of natural allies among women; there is a lot aieptial for women to setup small businesses,
whether it is weaving or whatever. A couple reasetige only way to communicate with most
women in the country, not all but most, is throwgbmen troops. So one avenue of advancement
for women in the military is to be an intelligenc#icer, because it is not considered a front line
combat role, and a lot of women are good at it egply. They become analysts, there was a
sergeant in my battalion who has been in all thepnm@anning meetings, and she was sort of in
charge of intelligence. She had access to a laiasfsified material, she would get a lot of it
down to the platoon leaders, and she herself wasygmt and talking to Afghan women a lot.
So that was to improve relations but also to gatelligence for them. So it's always sort of a
dual role they have; she is asking them about thess, about whether they've been visited
about the Taliban at night, and her job is to ablkdl those developments. So there are a lot of
women doing that, as well as the sort of—I mean Hre essentially intelligence gathering units.
In terms of whether there is a ceiling for womegaese they can’t do front line combat, | think
there is no question there is a ceiling for thenthim Army and Marine Corps. You essentially
have to have been in war, on the front line asrancander, to rise up in the Army and Marine
Corps. There would have to be major shift in thikuca for there to be a place for women to be
in top jobs. That doesn’t mean there won't be wonmemajor positions in terms of healthcare,
or others that are not combat involved. But it vdobe hard for me to see women rising in the
service without a serious change there. Women ave taking front line positions in the Air
Force; there are women pilots. There was a womab Fghter pilot when | was in Kunduz.
You see that a lot, there are women who fly attaglicopters; and that’'s as front line as it gets
for the Air Force, flying a fighter job. So it iopsible there; it took many years, but it seems
there is not as strong of a feeling there. Andtisigirsoon, but | don’t know when, women can
now be officers on submarines in the Navy. So thescthat just entered Annapolis, when they
graduate, those women can plan to be nuclear diderst So again, there is potentially great
opportunity there for women.

Question: I'm Dana Freyer and | am co-founder of the GloBattnership for Afghanistan. We
have been working since 2004 with farmers, menwaachen, and helping them restore their
livelihoods, basically. | just want to make a feanuments, because we have been working on
the ground. Our organization is really all Afgharsv, 180 Afghans working in 12 provinces
and 450 villages with more than 15,000 farmers wbw have businesses. So just a couple of



comments, we work with the military—we get fundiingm the military, which is controversial
in itself, but the key to our success, and | ththis is an aspect of US foreign policy in
Afghanistan that is being recognized, is that adtice is the driver of the economy. You have
to focus on the agriculture base, which 80% ofAfighans depend on. You have to do that by
working with local communities, and you have totkdat by building Afghan capacity to manage
and run the system. And so, the interface betwéenntilitary and these local provincial
reconstruction teams and argi-development teakes sihme of the ones that James described, is
that they need local NGOs and local organizatidwsugh which they can do development
projects. They can’t do it on their own becausg tthen't have the ties to local communities, and
you need the local leader to lead them into a conmitpuOur Afghan staff meets with local
leaders, consults with them, and we’'ve made it aditmn of participation that women be
beneficiaries and be participants. This defiesdtegeotypes in many of the villages we work
with, but the male leaders have agreed in all casad the way we have done this is by building
up a staff of 40 women, of our 180 Afghan staff rbens, and they work with the women. So
when you talk about the women in the military beargoutreach to local Afghan women as a
source, they have to do that through local Afghamen. I've seen the pictures of the American
women soldiers going into these communities inrtfagigues, and it just gives me chills. They
will be hospitable because Afghans are hospitadid, they will just shake their heads and say
have some tea, but they are not being respectftiheflocal culture. So anyway, | think the
policy is there, and the intent in there, but &'question of how you implement. And we are now
faced with the wonderful challenge for our orgah@a everyone is coming to us from the
European Union to the American military, becauseaneethe connection to local communities.
And that has to grow, and there needs to be motes @nd we have to continue to support the
local organizations that do that. And one last ce@minas everyone here is interested in foreign
policy, and we have the foreign policy here in gavernment now, they understand this need to
work with local communities, and how we implementisi the real challenge. And | think we
could do a lot with the people in congress andytheernment, and try to move in that direction.

And the other comment | have is, briefly, for Jamé® and all the media is embedded with the
military. When Bruce and | go to Afghanistan and dther directors of our organization, we are
with our staff. We have no security, we dress appately we travel with our staff and travel all
over to the provinces we are working in, for thesinmart. And we really get to know the people,
and the problem is our government and the mediga @ the war. Or are they are confined to
their compounds. So they really don’t get that @ath to the community, so the only news you
read about is about the war. Even James says,ahe&wot going on in these places. There are
places in many parts of the country where peomerging to rebuild their lives. So | think that
we need to get the media to talk about some optstive things that are happening there, and
that could change the debate.

Mr. Dao: As | told you, | completely agree. It is a hugaltdnge to major media organizations;
maybe the answer will come from outside of the mediganizations. Because it is just
dangerous as hell faXew York Times correspondents to travel—one of my colleagues was
kidnapped in the same province | was in a year agd, his translator was killed. So we are
forbidden now to travel to most parts of the coyiatn our own, if we’re not embedded. So it is a
problem, trying to report on what's really happenin Afghanistan on the group with Afghan
people. We are trying to have Afghans in othergpaftthe country who can do reporting...



Ms. Ellis: What about other foreign journalists, are theyadi@ved to go—like Europeans?

Mr. Dao: | think any nation that is in danger of being kagped is wary. If you can pass as an
Afghan, well, then you have chance. There was ankge reporter kidnapped the week |
arrived; he was held for six months | think. Antbiof it isn’t even the Taliban, its just criminal
activity. If you aren’t an Afghan—and even if yoreayou are subject to danger.

Question: My name is Ruth Cowan. There is inconsistency whehking to the military to bake
cookies. The two policies of the United States Goweent are community development and
developing the police force. The people who camtpmlice are police; not the Army! So we
have the Army assigned to do a job that they att@nk, ignorant, number one. Number two, the
other policy is community development. And agaitisat’s not a function that's appropriate for
the Army, particularly since they don’t speak arfiyttee languages. | saw a documentary where
the soldiers were speaking to the people in thagel in English, and the men are looking at
them; so the soldiers speak louder, a common peadtr people when communicating in
another language that if they speak more loudlydiffeculties will go away. So the Army is
being assigned two functions that they are ill tjieal for.

Mr. Dao: Well, | do agree with you. But, first of all, | thk there are German police teams and
Italians there who are somewhat veterans teachmétghan police force. But the reality on the
ground is the reason the Army is there is thatAfghan police really are a paramilitary force;
they are not arresting people, unless they're aonably Taliban—some insurgent fighter that
they don't kill, they will arrest them. But therge mot a court system, and that’s the other part of
the civilian surge. The poor guys from the justiepartment trying to build a legal system, and |
don’t know what he can do; people can’t read, i@yt have a clear set of laws. That is a long
way to go. So the police are basically there—theyaparamilitary force to a large extent. In
terms of community development, this is the lastgtihat any infantry man wants to do. It was
hoisted on them, and for better or worse that ig &hsh ran on the nation-building. He was sort
of channeling the frustration of the military; thase not good at it and didn’t want to have to do
it. The Obama Administration is clearly trying tetghem out of that business, and that's why
there are a lot of NGOs there doing a lot of thatkwand why there is consultants there trying
to do things. But if you can't get the villagersdevelop, it's a problem.

There is actually an interesting debate going alkjrtig about soldiers going to these places in
their helmets, just stumbling in and potentialljeahting the population—there is this whole

debate going on about whether body armor is badddain strategies. The obvious answer is
yes, it's terrible; it's a terrible way to walk imith helmets and body armor. They leave their
weapons at the door, but—it doesn't work. But iplatoon was blown up or caught in an

ambush, and some of them died, a whole bunch ofr@mers would loose their job and there
would be outrage all over the place. So it's aiclitt balancing act for them.

Ms. Ellis: The State Department and USAID are trying to traore people to take over more of
these projects.

Mr. Dao: Yeah.



Question: My name is Warren Hoge from the International Reastitute and | want to ask you
about the young soldiers. You mentioned the Capitao was roused by Abu Ghraib, he had a
sense of mission. But | want to ask you about theng guys, and what their motivation is. And
also what their commanders tell them, in the follayway: do they think this is their job, and
their goal is survival? Do they think they are dpi#ymerican national security work? Do their
commanders tell them you are serving their countéftat | am trying to get at is, how much
USA, USA, USA is there in the directives they arneeg? And how much do they feel they are
sort of doing God’s work, America’s work, or how aluis the reality that this is their job and
they will do the best they can, but they reallyt pjyant to go home?

Mr. Dao: Well, people join for all kinds of reasons. But foilot of them, they have economic
reasons. This is the factory worker of America todhey are mostly from small towns, they
either weren’t interested in college, or were pstoidents and couldn’t get a scholarship, or they
went and hated it so they dropped out and joinedntifitary. It's solid pay, you can start a
family, and if you make it through you are goingg&t a great pension at the end of the day. And
that's where a lot of them start from. And | thinght after 9/11 there was sort of a wave of
patriotism, people coming in and wanting to fightget back at terrorists. | think there is less of
that now. People might get in with purely econom@iasons, but | think a lot of them are filled
with a sense of—sometimes you could call it ideaJig’s maybe slightly heroic in nature, what
soldiers do, and they would like to think they aecomplishing something and making
American safer. | think some of them in their hgate hoping that is what will happen. What
they find is a lot less idealistic in that senskey spend a lot of time just shooting at peoplg the
can't see, and it's very frustrating for them. Atiety are fighting IEDs, which are the worst
enemy possible because you can’t even fight them.

Question: My name is Kimberly Kahnhauser, from the Womentsdign Policy Group. | just
wanted to ask a little bit more about the challengecovering Afghanistan. You mentioned a
little bit about using stringers in certain areasd | wanted to know what some of the advantages
of that are—as you said, they won’t get kidnappkedt beyond that are there are other
advantages or disadvantages of using stringersver ¢the war.

Mr. Dao: Well, the obvious is, that probably—the same proid we deal with in New York
City or elsewhere in America—the stringers are canisidered to be as qualified or as good
reporters asNew York Times correspondents, and that sounds very haughty | kribug
particularly when you are in a country like Afghstain, the local stringer has at most a high
school education. It works because they speak &ngiretty well—they might not be able to
write a word, but... I've dealt with some of our tstators and they are amazing, really speak
incredibly well, but | think some people out in th@untryside are really just eyes and ears. They
see things happening and they can tell you thesledsvhat’s going on. Some of them may even
have contacts with the local elders or a govern@omething, but they are never going to ask all
the questions you need to ask, and that is thacsiming of stringers. The best written stories
are the ones you report yourself really, when yoiteva story that someone else reports you lose
something. We use stringers in the US too, if wa'tcget to West Virginia for a day or
something you may use a stringer.
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Ms. Ellis: Okay, so we are going to take a couple togetheausscwe want to get to everyone
and we have to wrap up somewhat soon.

Question: I'm Bruce Freyer from the Global Partnership forgA&nistan. Having been very
closely involved with one battalion, give us yowssassment, if you can, on how well this
battalion has been on the cultural and ethnic mgkef the people in Afghanistan, and the
environment if which they would trust. Especiallgdause, as you indicated, they are there to
train police.

Question My name is Peggy Blumenthal from the Institutdrdérnational Education, and I'm
going to take the other end of it, which is combagk. How well prepared they are if any for re-
entry into the United States? Have we learned amytfrom the Vietnam vets that came back
and the huge problems that they faced?

Question: I'm Jane Antilla from the Permanent Mission of fimdl to the UN. | used to work in
Afghanistan in 2007 and 2008 as a human rightssadvi wanted to follow up to a couple of the
issues that have come up—we have talked about gbsts being embedded and very few
people being able to get around. | was interesteti—+adon’t know if you can shed light into
that, but do you feel that your recording is restid, because you are embedded? And the other
guestion is a little bit of a follow-up to the aulal awareness; we hear a lot about how the
military might do a lot of things in a culturallgsensitive way, and you talked about the military
being sort of its own subculture, and so | wasrgdted, in the case of the battalion you covered,
how do they actually train kids of 19 or 20 yeald t do that kind of work? How do they
address these protection concerns, and how aretileyo take it forward in their work with the
Afghan police?

Mr. Dao: Nine tenths of training for soldiers is learningwhto be soldier; how to handle
weapons and how to defend yourself, and learnirvg tasomaneuver and stay alive. This is not
the ideal force for civilian surge work—they arddsers. What they do try to do, and they have
been doing more of this, and it really started ptiyp with the surge in Iraq, where the military
went whole hog, and then kind of a resurgency, thedidea was to work with the locals, win
their trust, and try to build security that way. &¢lthey do now is every unit, before they go to
Afghanistan or Iraq, will go through major combatining, and they set up mock Afghan
villages, populated by Afghan immigrants or tratwis they have brought over. And they try to
role play what its like to deal with the corrupt#b officials, and it's almost comical on one
level, but as it turns out, the State Departmeersgbrough the same training actually. But that's
about it. The more ambitious of them will study Damd learn a few words, but really, like so
much of the military, it's on-the-fly training. Theget there, and it’s really up to their company
commanders to guide them to deal with the localudn in the right way, in as culturally
sensitive way as possible. But it’s really on-the-fruth be told.

In terms of what happens at the other end—did amnlanything from Vietnam? And | think the
shocking answer is no, we didn't learn a lot fronetdam. Initially, it's really quite surprising

how surprised they were about PTSD. People comk &ad do crazy things, and | think the
added twist to what happens to troops these daymadication. They treat them with
medication—they put them on meds, and there am aflheavily medicated kids who come
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back from deployment. There is clearly no goodtimeat for PTSD, so, at some degree, they are
just doing what American psychiatry does. But, the@ye caught remarkably flat footed in terms
of having enough therapists and psychologistsyeut late in the game—probably around 2007.
You would have thought they were more ready.

Question: There is money for Gl education, but can you regllyback to school when your
brain is a mess? Let alone your body.

Mr. Dao: | mean PTSD for a lot of people—your brain cherngistianges when you go through

something like that, but its not necessarily chaggverything. People find a way to live with it,

a way to channel. And college seems like a verydgmay to channel it. I've talked with some

college professors, and some of these guys weealfiiehigh school students but they've grown
up. They're matured and focused, and they go backehknowing what they want to do and

they do great. But a lot of returning troops dawmént to call it PTSD, they call it PTS, they don’t

want the disorder part because they don’'t wantetdhlought of as mentally ill—and many of

them are not. But different? Yeah they are differd's a post traumatic stress something or
other that they are living to deal with, some imstouctive way and reintegrating.

Question: But is the Army helping them?

Mr. Dao: The Army is trying—it's doing a much better job thih was even two weeks ago. It's
sort of analogous to having soldiers do developrpenjects—it’'s not what they do. And when
you have psychologically damaged kids in a militastting... there is a big debate in the
military going on about this, and basically theynivio treat them like soldiers. They want to line
them up and put them on medication, and they hawignred it all out yet.

In terms of stories being restricted: | haven'taged on anything really incriminating or
anything, not that | would have if it happened, buist haven't seen any of that. Nobody has
said anything like ‘oh you can’t write that,” anldey don’t see it because | don’t write it over
there, | come over here and write it. | have wnitteree pieces and there is a lot on the website,
and no one has ever complained. Well, | hear abowmplaints, but its mostly stupid stuff; like
soldiers bitching about having to shave, and threronanders telling them to deal with it.

Question: The protection of civilians... how do they make suihat soldiers don’t cause
unnecessary harm?

Mr. Dao: They have a huge, huge concern—and | think thdiaivcausality is the worst thing
you can deal with, it's a point of anger, frustoati and dismay for soldiers. When there is
hooting coming from over there, they just wantewed it; the guys | saw were highly restrained,
and very unhappy on how restrained they were. Ta@mmestraint is they don’t drop bombs on
places. | was in a place where they were watchiren rgather in a compound, and the
assumption was that they are going to start shgahiere; and three years ago, they would have
dropped a bomb on them. But they didn’'t, and sm@ugh the guys started shooting, but they
never dropped a bomb, and the guys got away. 8 ik a fair bit of restraint. You do hear a
lot of complaints about night raids. And this is@moing sort of tension, because it seems like
betrayal. From what | saw, night raids are—you tda’culturally sensitive night raids. You are
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going to go to homes and pull men out and put threpuffs. You will have to see women and
they will all be weeping, and that's the way itaisd it's not going to get nicer. | think they are
trying to do less of them because obviously thefy parfectly innocent young men and it's
infuriating. In Kunduz, there were occasional nigdids—now it's all special operations guys—
and | know commanders think they are very effectileey are very targeted, a particular leader
in a particular place. | think they feel it's a wiyreduce civilian causalities, as you capturé tha
guy and kill him. You don’t raid or attack the wfje; you just come in and get him out. So there
is a lot of this, and it will be a continuing soeraf tension, because they will make mistakes.

Ms. Ellis: | am sorry to end the program, because | know ethawve questions, but Jim has

agreed to stay on and the Ambassador has invited gy on and continue the conversation.
You have done a wonderful job, thank you so muahplause.]
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